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COUNTY SEAT THEATER COMPANY TO PRODUCE AWARD-WINNING PLAY IN WORLD
PREMIERE
The American Association of Community Theatre (AACT) is
pleased to announce County Seat Theater Company is
producing the AACT NewPlayFest winning play, Sweet by
Denise Hinson. The world premiere will open September
28 and run through October 3, 2018. Tickets are available
at countytheater.com or by calling the box office at 218878-0071.
The County Seat Theater Company has been producing
top-notch theatre in Carlton County since 1987. In 2008
the nonprofit organization moved into its current facility,
the Encore Performing Arts Center and Gallery. The Arts
Center includes a space for local artists to showcase their
work and provides the community with a full season of
Denise Hinson
plays, concerts, and events. The theatre produces four to
five adult productions throughout each year. It also produces children’s theatre four weeks during
the summer, allowing over 160 youth to participate. There is an additional week dedicated to teen
theatre, allowing another 30 teenagers to perform.
Sweet is centered around three generations of the Carter family, headed by former boxing champ
"Sweet" Clemmet Carter. When an enthusiastic sports writer enters their life asking to write a book
about Clemmet's boxing days, he discovers that some family secrets are better left buried.
County Seat Theater Company's world premiere production of Sweet is directed by Joel Soukkala,
with scenic design by Joel Soukkala, and lighting design by John Justad. The cast features Michael
Rosen, Ruthie Breuer, Jenn Soukkala, Joseph Larson, and Greg Anderson.
AACT NewPlayFest is an initiative by AACT to address the critical need for new, high-quality plays
for community theatre audiences around the globe. This AACT playwriting competition is unique
with the guarantee that an established theatre will produce each play as a world premiere. Another
facet that sets AACT NewPlayFest apart from other competitions is that Dramatic Publishing
Company will publish an anthology of the winning plays. They will also include the plays in their
catalog and license the performance rights. Dramatic Publishing is one of the major licensers of
plays and musicals in the United States and beyond.
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Denise Hinson is a playwright residing in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Her plays have received
productions and readings in places including Bottom of the Barrel Ten Minute Play Festival, Out of
Order Ten Minute Play Festival, the Association for Theatre in Higher Education, Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival (Regional), the Linnell Festival of New Plays, and Stage It! Ten
Minute Play Festival.
The AACT NewPlayFest world premiere production of Sweet by Denise Hinson at County Seat
Theater Company is made possible in part by a grant from the Jack K. Ayre and Frank Ayre Lee
Theatre Foundation. The Jack K. Ayre and Frank Ayre Lee Theatre Foundation was created by the
children of Frank Ayre Lee as a tribute to their father, and a legacy for the creative endeavors of his
cousin Jack, who participated in theatre productions at Drew University in New Jersey and at a
community theatre in Connecticut in his younger years and continued that interest when he moved
to California. Mr. Lee was also an avid aficionado of theatre and had dabbled in playwriting. The
family is pleased to honor both men through a lasting legacy promoting new works for theatre
through AACT NewPlayFest.
AACT provides networking, resources, and support for America’s theatres. AACT represents the
interests of more than 7,000 theatres across the United States and its territories, as well as theatre
companies with the U.S. Military Services overseas.
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