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Support Local News • Subscribe Today!

122 Avenue C, Cloquet  
218-878-9332 • PineKnotNews.com

We’re proud to support 
the arts in our community!

Your hometown newspaper with a local office, local owners, local editor and lots of local news.

The Pine Knot news 
is Carlton County’s only locally 
owned independent newspaper.

From the start, our goal has been to cover local news, sports, 
issues, faces and events across the county as comprehensively as 

possible. Thanks to the support of our subscribers, readers and 
advertisers we’ve grown to become the dominant newspaper in 

northern Carlton County. Our local readers would fill the
County Seat theater auditorium to capacity two dozen times

 – and then some!

When you want to reach local residents with your message, 
put it in the Pine Knot News! 

Got story ideas? Email news@pineknotnews.com. 
Want to advertise? Email ads@pineknotnews. 

Want to subscribe? Subscribe online, call or stop by our office.



The County Seat Theater Company 
Presents 

Black Comedy
By Peter Shaffer
Directed by Minden Anderson

“Black Comedy” is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals 
on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com

Place:
Brindsley’s apartment in South Kensington, London.

Time:
9:30 pm on a Sunday night in the mid-sixties.

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this production or distributing 
recordings on any medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited, a violation of the author’s rights and 

actionable under United States copyright law. for more information, please visit:
https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists.
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Board Certified Ophthalmologist
Jeffrey R. Weis, MD

DULUTH /  HERMANTOWN
Appointments: 218-625-1917

Toll Free: 888-680-EYES (3937)

Operating support 
is made possible in 

part by the voters of 
Minnesota through a 

grant from the 
Arrowhead Regional 
Arts Council, thanks 

to a legislative 
appropriation from 
the arts and cultural 

heritage fund. Proud to support the 
County Seat Theater Company at

the State Festival.
Break a Leg!
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PRODUCTION & SUPPORT STAFF
Director.....................................................................................Minden Anderson
Stage Manager...............................................................................Joel Youngblom
Scenic Designer................................................................................Joel Soukkala
Lighting Designer................................................................................John Justad
Costume Designer & Seamstress....................................................Karen Manni
Sound Designer...................................................Joel Soukkala & Jenn Soukkala
Light Operator..............................................................................Joel Youngblom
Sound Operator..............................................................................Colleen Biskey
Stage Crew................................................................................Annika Schmutzer
Set Construction & Painting....................................Joel Soukkala, Doug Engie, 
Sheryl Hernandez, Matt Manty & Amber Fall

Thank yous: Brian Lokken for creating Brindsley’s masterpiece. 
Violet Hultstrom for being mom’s special helper.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
Brindsley Miller........................................................Preston Johnson
Carol Melkett.....................................................................April Lattu
Miss Furnival................................................................Jodi Hodgson
Colonel Melkett...............................................................Don DeWitt
Harold Gorringe.....................................................Jason Vandervort
Clea.........................................................................Phoebe Applegate
Schuppanzigh...................................................................Aaron Rose
Georg Bamberger........................................................Michael Rosen

  
www.suebrownchapin.com 

 

Facebook: Sue Brown Chapin Watercolors 
 

Enjoy the show! 
 

Capturing the beauty 
of northern Minnesota 

with imaginative and creative art.
On Etsy: www.etsy.com/shop/SueBrownChapinArt

Email: suebrownchapin@gmail.com



A THOMPSON GAS COMPANY

Delivering a lot
more than fuel.

BARNUM • 218-389-6578

Carlton 
Area Lions 

Club
We Serve!

Proud Supporter of 
Youth Programming!

THE NEST YOGA & 
WELLNESS STUDIO LLC
Vinyasa Yoga, Restorative, 
Hatha, Reiki, Meditation

207 Avenue C, Cloquet 
(located on the 2nd floor)

218-310-1510
thenestwellnessstudio.com

1211 Stanley Ave., Cloquet
879-4541

Tomhave
Dental Assoc.

Be a Seat Sponsor!

Have your name, your business name, 
the name of  a loved one embroidered 

onto a seat cover!
Contribute $250 with proceeds 

going towards the building expansion.
Name will remain on chair for 5+ years.



CAST
Preston Johnson of St. Francis, MN was last seen in the County Seat 
Theater Company’s production of ‘Christmas Belles’ in 2023. This is 
Preston’s personal milestone tenth show. His favorite theater memory is 
when he had the chance to perform at the State Theatre in Minneapolis 
along side some of his lifelong friends. This is his first lead role.

April Lattu of Barnum was last seen in the County Seat Theater 
Company’s production of ‘No Body To Murder’ this year. April says, 
“I want to thank my family and friends for their love and support. Thank 
You to CST, the cast and director for your guidance and encouragement. 
You are my new extended family.”

Jodi Hodgson of Moose Lake was last seen in the County Seat 
Theater Company’s production of ‘Women Playing Hamlet’ in 2023. 
Jodi has a BA from the University of Alaska in theatre and dance. She has 
done Post Graduate work in Somatic Performance at Green River Dance 
for Global Somatics.

Don DeWitt of Wrenshall was last seen in the Duluth Playhouse 
production of ‘Honk’. He is performing in his first produciton at the 
County Seat Theater. Don says, “a big THANK-YOU to my cast mates!”

Jason Vandervort of Cloquet was last seen in ‘Toxic Avenger’ in 
Duluth. This is Jasons first show with County Seat Theater, however has 
participated in our parking lot shows. Jason says, “Thanks so much to 
this awesome cast and crew for putting up with my shenanigans. Getting 
back into acting his been amazing!”

Duluth, Superior, Aitkin, McGregor 
and Cloquet satellite locations 

opening May 2024

www.thegreenhousemn.com

Carlton location
open all year around

(218) 384-4732
210 6th St N, Carlton, MN
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We are located in Moose Lake at 30 Hartman Drive. 

Call us for all your printing needs! 
Screen Printing• Embroidery• Banners• Bulk Mailing 

Black 8- White Copies • Color Copies • Raffle Tickets • Mugs 
Jackets • Hats • Booklets • Envelopes • Business Cards 

Posters • Buttons • Pens 8- Other Promotional Items 

218-485-5736 • 218-389-0048
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Jim’s Lawn Service
Complete Landscape and Lawn Care

Free Estimates
Carlton, MN

Insured
Mobile: 218-380-8278

1001 Cloquet Ave., Cloquet • 879-1558
northernmneyecare.com

Proud Supporter of the County Seat Theater Company

Proudly supporting the Encore Performing 
Arts Center & Gallery

CCrrOOWW  GGOOEEbbEELL  
VVEEttEErriiNNAArryy  CCLLiiNNiiCC,,  pp..AA..

Don Goebel, DVM
Sarah Crow Goebel, DVM

Jonathan Waugh, DVM
Linda Kratochwill, DVM

Nola Hart, DVM
Matthew Ellison, DVM

Office Hours by Appointment       218-879-5356
wwwwww..ccrroowwggooeebbeellvveett..ccoomm

1108 Scanlon Way     Cloquet, MN 55720-2838



CAST

Aaron Rose of Duluth was last seen in the County Seat Theater 
production of ‘No Body To Murder’ this year. Aaron says, “I’m honored 
to be able to take part in this production. I’m forever grateful for my 
wonderfully supportive partner Lin and our children.”

Michael Rosen of Cloquet was last seen in the County Seat Theater 
production of ‘Tracks’ in 2023. Michael says, “Doing a show is always so 
much fun. Although this part is a smaller one, it still gives me the thrill of 
being on stage and performing. My hat’s off to my castmates and director. 
What a great experience!”

Phoebe Applegate of Moose Lake was last seen in the County 
Seat Theater Company’s production of ‘No Body To Murder’ this year.  
Phoebe says, “Thank you to CST for making this theater my happy place. 
Thank you to Becca and Craig Vork for making life a happier place.”



213 Chestnut Ave. Carlton | 218.340.3441
www.cedesignsmn.com

• Flyers • Business Cards •
• Logos • Invitations • posters •

• Brochures • apparel • promo Items •

We’re here for all your printing needs

The Fond du Lac Band 
of Lake Superior Chippewa

wish continued success to the 
County Seat Theater Company

$10 off

@reallygreatsite

$75

Expires 12/31/2024

Catch the Streetcar for the Northland’s 
best in food, drink and service.

232 Chestnut Ave. Carlton, MN 55718
Order Online (218) 384-3333

Hours
Mon. - Wed. 11:30 am - 8 pm

Thurs. & Fri.  11:30 am - 9 pm
Saturdays 9 am - 9 pm
Sundays 9 am - 8 pm



The County Seat Theater Company is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
full season community theater. We are proud members of: 

American Association of Community Theatres (AACT), 
Minnesota Association of Community Theatres (MACT), 

American Society of Composers, Authors & Publishers (ASCAP), 
Carlton Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Cloquet Area Chamber of Commerce, 

Moose Lake Chamber of Commerce and Minnesota Council of Nonprofits

www.countyseattheater.com
Box Office: 218-878-0071

Board of Directors: Larry Anderson, Miriam Effinger, Karen Murphy, Justin Dinger, 
Roni Dinwiddie, John Justad, Paula Olsen, Ruth Stuart, JoAnn Gustafson, Cindy Blanding, 
Brenda Volkmann
General Manager: Joel Soukkala		  Business Manager: Rick Breuer   
Artistic Director: Greg J. Anderson		 Gallery Curator: Kris Nelson		
Founder: Cheryl Kramer-Milder		  Tech Director: Larry Anderson
Administrative Assistants: Sheryl Hernandez & Linda Erickson

County Seat Theater Company Mission Statement
To offer the opportunity for individuals of all ages to participate in all aspects 

of the performing arts. To bring quality live theater to the 
community. To promote the Performing & Visual Arts.



Leadership ~ Confidence ~ Self-Esteem

Brain-Body Connection ~ Academic Skills

Help set them up for 
success at any age or stage!

Dance classes for ages 2 and up

Now taking new enrollments!
Scan the QR code, go to 
SSDdance.com

or text 218-390-2837 to get started!



ARTIST STATEMENT

I AM THE “CHAIRLADY”. I PAINT 

WHERE YOU SIT. I NEED TO CREATE 

EVERY DAY. I HAVE TRIED

WATERCOLOR, STAINED GLASS AND 

WEAVING BUT FOUND MY TRUE 

PASSION WITH CHAIRS. I REPURPOSE USED CHAIRS AND HAVE 

OVER 100 IN STORAGE WAITING TO BE PAINTED. I TRY TO

MATCH THE STYLE OF THE CHAIR TO MY COMPOSITION. EVERY 

CHAIR TELLS A STORY AND HAS ITS OWN PERSONALITY. THE 

CHAIR IS MY CANVAS. I FIND IT MORE INTERESTING AND

CHALLENGING TO PAINT ON A THREE-D SURFACE THAN A FLAT 

CANVAS. I HOPE MY CHAIRS MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY TAKING 

SOMETHING ORDINARY AND MAKING IT EXTRAOIDINARY. I WANT 

TO EXCITE THE IMAGINATION AND STIMULATE THE EMOTIONS 

OF MY VIEWERS. MY GOAL IS TO PAINT 1000 CHAIRS BEFORE I 

REACH THE AGE OF 100. EACH CHAIR IS NUMBERED ON THE 

BOTTOM.

“CHAIRISH THE MEMORIES”,

 KRIS B. NELSON

WEBSITE - WWW.CHAIRSBYKRIS.COM

galleryIn the
Featured Artist 

Kris B. Nelson



Hwy. 33 South  Cloquet
Showtimes: 879-7985

Ofce: 879-8045
www.premieretheatres.com

Proud to support the County Seat Theater Co.

County Seat Theater Land Acknowledgment
County Seat Theater would like to acknowledge that together in this space and on this land, 
we have gathered on traditional, ancestral, and contemporary lands of indigenous people. 

Ceded by the Ojibwe in an 1854 treaty, this land holds great historical, spiritual, and personal 
significance for its original stewards, the Native nations and peoples of this region. We 

recognize and respect the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa as they identify 
themselves through tribal sovereignty, treaty rights, cultural resilience and relationships. 
We offer our gratitude to all the elders of the past, to those with us today and to those to 
come in the future, for their stewardship of this land and for their rich cultural legacy.



COMING SOON



Season MembersThank You 2024

ENCORE MEMBERS ($1,000+)

Terry & Dr. Vicki Anderson
Clayton & Mary Beck
Rick & Ruthie Breuer

STANDING OVATION
MEMBERS ($500-$999)

Kathleen Bruhjell
Connie Glattly
Sharon Lake
Becky Lourey

OPENING NIGHT
MEMBERS ($250-$499)

Michael & Jody Acers
Katherine Antonson
Mark Cohen
Ginny & Ray Hatinen
John Justad
Barbara & Dennis Korpela
Frank & Cheryl Milder
Michael Rosen
Larry Penk & Rosemary Tobin

CURTAIN RAISER
MEMBERS ($100-$249)
Anita & Edward Alto
Judyth Andersen
Larry & Mona Anderson
Jim & Marilyn Barbo
Carla Bayerl
Colleen Biskey
Cindy Blanding & Doug Engie
Frank Bucar
Chuck & Virgie Buscher
Karen Buytaert
Dwight & Diane Cadwell
Alexis Carlson & David Baker
Susan Cochran
Bob & Peggy DeCaigny
Kevin & Roni Dinwiddie
Earl Erickson
Linda Erickson
Jerry & Jeryl Fink
Karen Fisher
Carol & Gordon Groseth
Kristal Hanson
Cindy Hinkkanen
In Memory of Timothy McDonald
Dennis Morreim
Kris B. Nelson
P K Olsen
Steve & Diane Olson
Tim & Kim Orlowski
James & Shirley Panger
Camelle Parker
Dennis & Julie Pelletier
Betty Swanson-Peterson
Commissioner Thomas Proulx



Season MembersThank You 2024

CURTAIN RAISER
MEMBERS ($100-$249)
Dawn & Duane Soukkala
Joel & Jenn Soukkala
Sam & Ruth Stuart

DRESS REHEARSAL
MEMBERS ($50-$99)
Dorothy Besser
Arvid & Nancy Brekke
Barb DeLovley
Karen Emerson
Natalie Frohrip
Sheryl Hernandez
Jennie Johnson
Rich & Terry Karkula
Jean Lewis
Karen Murphy
Steven & Jeanette Olson
Missy & Gary Parker
Diane Piette
Heide Peltier
Larry & Carol Pint
Denis Sauter
Doris Schienbein
David & Sharon Stauty
Judith Stroud

READ THRU MEMBERS
($25-$49)
Sarah Archbold
Edna Blanchard
Patricia Brandstaetter
Kim Buskala
Ken & Mary Lee Carlson
Jeremy Doesken
Marvin & Pat Durkee
Karly Essler
Carla Goldschmidt
Ken & Alice Grondahl
Barbie Into
Deborah Sue Johnson
Julie Kelly
Deborah Manisto
Karen Manni
Sue Pavlatos
Kiiri Schoenberg

The County Seat Theater Company proudly 
acknowledges the generosity of our donors whose

support ensures that we remain a vibrant 
center for the arts in Carlton County.

Thank You!

It’s not to late to become a 
supporting member!

Pick up a membership form 
at the box office or online!



COMING SOON



218.879.1293   boldt.com

Construction goes beyond bricks and mortar.  
Within its walls it can power, heal, educate  
and inspire a community.

We are honored to support the  
Encore Performing Arts Center & Gallery 
in bringing the beauty of art to the community.

Building 
with purpose.

Construction Solutions
Technical Solutions

Real Estate Solutions

400 Country Club Dr. 
Cloquet, Minnesota

Pro Shop: 218-879-7997
Club House: 218-879-8858
Maintenance: 218-879-5240

cloquetcountryclub@gmail.com

Cloquet Country Club

CARMEN’S BAR & RESTAURANT
1410 Prospect Avenue West

Cloquet, MN
(218) 879-1889

Office: 218-729-9784 | info@js-realty.com | www.js-realty.com
Braxton Sathers

Julie Sathers Jamie Sathers-Day

Erin Culhane

Jackie 



Proud to support County Seat Theater Youth Programs



Name:__________________________________________________________________

Email Address:__________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________

Phone:______________________________ Do you receive Text Messages?  Yes / No
Check the areas of interest that you would like to volunteer for. 

Select as many as you like!

County Seat Theater 
Volunteer Application

(Application also available to submit online at 
www.countyseattheater.com)

The County Seat Theater Company is 
seeking those interested in Volunteering! 

We have many jobs and areas for everyone. We will 
send out volunteer opportunities as well as call/text 

those interested in specific jobs. If you think you might 
have some time and be interested in helping us out we 

would love to have you join our team!

Production - Sound Design
Production - Sound Operator
Production - Stage Crew
Property - Clean Bathrooms
Property - Cut Grass/ Weedwack
Property - Oversee / Organize Tools

Property - Plumbing
Property - Snow Shoveling
Property - Snowplowing
Property - Theater Cleaning
Property - Theater Maintenance
Show - Work as Usher
Show - Work Box Office
Show - Work Concessions
Show - Work Wine Counter
Volunteer Coordinator

Costumes - cleaning / organizing
Costumes - launder
Costumes - sewing / making / designing

Fundraising - Bake for Christmas 
Auction Fundraiser
Fundraising - Donate Raffle Items
Fundraising - Help / Organize Fundraisers

Fundraising - Help find show sponsors
Fundraising - Help solicit prizes/donations

Fundraising - Help with Garage Sale
Office - Help with mailings
Office - Help with phone calling
Post Production - Help with Set Strike
Production - Light Design
Production - Light Operator
Production - Prop Collector
Production - Set Construction
Production - Set Decoration
Production - Set Painting
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218-879-1271

218-879-1271

218-879-1271


